
We’ve tried to summarize and capture years of conversations, hours of reading, and thoughts the 
Holy Spirit has given us into our Ministry Philosophy. However, God is still showing us more of 
Himself as we seek after Him. What we understand and believe is a work in progress. 
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PARACHUTESMinistry Philosophy

It might shock you to discover that we did not open Parachutes to SAVE the world. Actually, we did 
not open the doors to SAVE anyone. God, through Jesus’ sacrifice and the Holy Spirit’s work in 
human hearts, does that. It is not about US. It is about GOD. In short, we trust God to do what only 
He can do— woo us, draw us, call us, romance us, and even drag us into the Kingdom of God. It is 
the Holy Spirit’s role to lead us to truth and to change the hearts of humans. 

It is the Holy Spirit who changes people’s hearts. 

“God is self-revealing to the spiritually curious.” 

-Teter and Gee from Jesus & The Hip Hop Prophets

References: John 14:26; 1 Corinthians 2:6-16; John 3:3-8

People are more important than programs.

Reference: Matthew 9:9-13

Jesus did not seem all that concerned with setting up a program. He was all about people. He hung 
out with the outcasts; made trips through undesirable parts of town; healed people of different 
nationalities; gave sight to beggars; dialogued with the powerful, spiritual, and political rulers; ate 
and drank; walked and sat; laughed and cried with people. Jesus loved people and gave his life to 
developing relationships and spending time with people. 

“…the word ‘ministry’ has become synonymous with ‘program’.” 

-Spencer Burke from Making Sense of Church

Jesus gave us one method - LOVE.

References: Matthew 22:36-40; Mark 12:28-34; Luke 10:25-37; John 13:34-36; 1 Corinthians 13

When Jesus was asked by the Sadducees and Pharisees what the most important commandment 
was, He replied, “Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: Love your 
neighbor as yourself. All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Later on, 
while teaching His disciples, He tells them that people will know they are His followers because of 
their LOVE. 

If you have ever attended a Christian wedding you should be familiar with 1 Corinthians 13. It is a 
great wedding passage but an even better philosophy of life. Parachute’s mission has always 
been to demonstrate the unconditional love of Jesus. The method is love. The message is love. All 
you need is love.

References: Psalm 55:17; Luke 5:16; The Book of Acts; Philippians 4:4-6

Following the example of Jesus and believers throughout the Bible, Parachutes sees the 
foundation of its ministry as prayer. We seek to be a praying community in the model of the early 
church in Acts. We believe that when God’s people cry out to Him, He hears their prayers and 
answers them. 

“A life of prayerlessness is a life of practical atheism.” 

-Paraphrase of Gordon Fee in the New Horizons Direct Service Manual
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Prayer is the foundation of all we do. 

We are called to bring heave on earth.

References: Matthew 28:16-20; Matthew 6:9-13

In the Lord’s Prayer, we say, “Your Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” 
In other words, we are asking God to make our world like it is in His world. What does that look 
like and what is our role? We believe that God entrusts people with His work on earth and that one 
part of helping to bring heaven on earth is ministering to the teens that no one seems to care 
about.

This is a work in progress.

For additional information about Parachute Ministries, Inc., 
visit www.parachutesalaska.org

References: Matthew 28:16-20; The Book of Acts

Just moments before Jesus ascended into heaven, He told His disciples to, “Go, and make 
disciples.” We believe that in order to minister to someone you must go to where they are. Jesus 
did not sit in the temple and wait for people to come to Him. He went to them. Paul traveled the 
entire, then known, world. We seek to minister to teens adrift in Anchorage wherever they are.  

“I don’t expect this pie in the sky when you die stuff. My favorite line 
in the Lord’s Prayer is, ‘Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.’ I want it all, and I want it now. Heaven on earth- 

now- let’s have a bit of that.” 

-Bono from Walk On: The Spiritual Journey of U2

We are told to go.
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Telling someone about Jesus should be a natural thing.

References: 1 Thessalonians 2:8; 1 Corinthians 2

Think about someone who has just fallen in love. They can’t stop talking about that new person. 
Think about the way you talk about your family. You don’t have to think up ways to introduce them 
into conversation. They are a part of you and naturally show up in your interactions. We believe 
talking about Jesus is like this as well. If you love Jesus and He is part of your life, He will be a part 
of your conversations in a natural way. You won’t need to try and talk about Jesus, He will just 
come out of you because He is in you.

“Telling somebody about the gospel is about them, not us:  
We were careful not to try to ‘build our organization’ and respected 
peoples’ freedom and space. Sharing the gospel became an exercise in 
friendship, rather than an attempt to grow a machine. Often, people 

feel used if they feel they are being recruited. The Gospel, we 
learned, is really about them, their feelings  
about God and truth, about sin, about life.” 

-Donald Miller from Thirteen Paradigm Shifts 

As we have mentioned before, one of our founding principles was that teens could use a place 
“where everyone knows their name,” like the theme song from the “Cheers” TV show. We still 
believe that knowing someone’s name, knowing their story, and giving them a place to belong is 
important. Scriptures tells us that God knows how many hairs are on our head and that He knew 
us before we were even born. We want teens to know the God who knows them—and that starts 
by knowing their names.

Teens need a place where everybody knows their name.

References: Psalms 139:1-6 & 13-16; Matthew 10:29 & 30

*Third Place is a term used in the concept of community building to 
refer to social surroundings separate from the two usual 

environments of home and the workplace. In his influential book,  
The Great Good Place, Ray Oldenburg argues that third places are 

important for civil society, civic engagement, and establishing a 
feeling of a sense of place.”

“Among the noblest of third place* functions,  
rarely realized anywhere anymore, is that of bringing youth  

and adults together in relaxed enjoyment.” 

-Ray Oldenburg from The Great Good Place

In a new culture, new methods are needed. 

Jesus understood the people He ministered to. He used language and stories they could relate 
to. He “moved into the neighborhood” (John 1:14, The Message). The Apostle Paul understood the 
cultures he worked in. He even says that he became like the people he ministered to in order to 
save some of them. In our culture today, teens that have no church or spiritual background are 
not likely to attend a youth group on their own— but they will hang out in their neighborhood 
and throughout the city. In order to reach those teens, we set up where they are in a style that 
fits their culture.

“We have a chance to nurture new growth.  
That’s what’s so wonderful about the gardener image.  

It’s not as if gardening is a possessive job. It isn’t-not by a long shot.  
But it isn’t aggressive either. It’s about caring for people and 

encouraging them, seeing that they have what they need to sprout 
and grow. And yet, even in the midst of that care, realizing that 
growth of any kind is ultimately a mystery. Mark 4:26-28 [reads], 

‘The kingdom of God is like a man who scatters seed on the ground. 
Night and day, whether he sleeps or gets up, the seed sprouts and 

grows, though he does not know how.” 
  

-Spencer Burke from Swords into Plowshares

References: 1 Corinthians 9:19-23

“Jesus’ life and ministry touched all five senses.  
He used poetry, conversation, and short talks.  
…the Sermon on the Mount lasts 6-7 minutes.” 

-Dave Roberts from Following Jesus

We are tour guides to a God that is everywhere.

References: Isaiah 6:3; Psalm 139:7-12; Romans 8:28-39; The Book of Jonah

The Bible shoes us a God that is present everywhere. The Psalms praise a God who fills the 
earth. Throughout the Old Testament, God is teaching the Israelites that He is not confined by 
borders, or anything else for that matter. The Apostle Paul tells us that NOTHING can separate us 
from God. Ask Jonah if you can hide from God. With God filling the earth, a believer’s job 
becomes pointing Him out to those who can’t see Him or are not used to looking for Him. 

“God is working in the world and it is the task of the church to 
know how he is working. The church should be the first to 
distinguish between this kind of divine work— which can be 

discerned definitively and faithfully, not only in the light of  
faith— and the to and fro on the surface of current events, 

concerning which many, even many in the church will explain,  
‘Behold, here is the Christ. This is where God is at work!’ 

-John Howard Yoder from The Politics of Jesus

References: 1 Thessalonians 2:8

The story of the Bible is about God’s relationship with people. The story starts in the garden where 
the first man and woman walked together with God until that relationship was wrecked by sin. The 
rest of Scripture is the story of God rebuilding the path to relationship with Him. We believe that 
only through Jesus’ death and resurrection can we have a relationship with God. Our human 
history with God starts with relationship, ends with relationship, and is relationship all the way 
through. We believe that how we interact with people should reflect the importance of relationship 
found in the Bible. We get to know people not just because we want to introduce them to Jesus, but 
because we value them as people. We get to know their story. We let them know our story. We 
connect them to God’s story. 

Entering into a relationship with someone is a divine gift. We understand that our relationships with 
teens are not limited to their time inside the drop-in center, or while they fit within our target age 
range (13-18), but could potentially last all their lives. 

“You too are an honest man, Bob. I believe that.  
Somewhere down deep inside of you is something that strives to be 

honest. The question you have to ask yourself is, ‘Has it touched the 
whole of my life?’ You preaching Jesus is no different than Larry or 

anyone else preaching lubricants. It does not matter if you are selling 
Jesus, or Buddha, or civil rights, or how to make money in real estate 
with no money down. That does not make you a human being—it makes 

you a marketing rep. If you want to talk to someone honestly, as a 
human being, ask him about his kids. Find out what his dreams are just 

to find out, for no other reason. Because as soon as you lay your 
hands on the conversation to steer it, it’s not a conversation anymore 
it’s a sales pitch, and you’re not a human being you’re a marketing rep.” 

 -Danny DeVito as Phil in “The Big Kahuna” 

We are called to look after the “least of these.”

When Jesus is at the beginning of his ministry and is preaching in His home synagogue, He 
chooses to preach on Isaiah 61. It is a section of Scripture that focuses on ministry to people in 
need— the poor, the prisoners, the blind, the oppressed. In Jesus’ picture of the end times, 
separating the sheep and the goats, He is ultimately concerned with how we treat “the least of 
these.” This is echoed in the book of James when we read that true religion is looking after the 
orphans and widows. We believe that modern day “orphans and widows” are anyone who has 
been abandoned in some way—like teens who have been abandoned by their families, society, 
and others. 

“We have witnessed the breakdown of the social systems that nurture 
our children. Our rootless children—not just the one-out-of-three 
black, one-out-of-four brown, and nearly one-of-three red children 
who live in poverty. We are talking about the state of young souls: 

culturally naked, with no safe moorings, these children have no 
cultural armor to protect them while navigating the terrors and 

traumas of daily life. Young people need a community to sustain them, 
so that they can look death in the face and deal with disease, dread, 

and despair. These days we are in deep trouble. 

 -Cornel West and Tavis Smiley from Hope on a Tightrope

References: James 1:27; Matthew 25:31-46; Luke 4:14-30

The Bible is all about relationships and we should be too. 


